
    What is the Gospel? 
 
Last week we examined 1 of the 3 components of faith, knowledge or noticia, the objective 

content of the Christian religion as found in the Scripture and that pertains particularly, to 

the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Today, we will examine the other 2 aspects, 

agreement and trust. 

Agreement or assensus concerns the needed response to the biblical truth claims of and by 

Jesus.  In other words, we’ve heard and understood the noticia and, employing the 

principles and processes of rationality divinely granted us by God who made us in his own 

image, we regard them and accept them as being true.  Whereas knowledge concerns the 

recognition of the gospel to be true, agreement signifies the reception of this truth.  In other 

words, one is not only conscious of the truth but also one has a deep conviction concerning 

its claims. However, this is still not saving faith.  According to the Bible, such an agreement 

qualifies us to occupy a place of faith with demons.   “You believe that God is one; you do 

well. Even the demons believe-- and shudder!”  Jas 2:19.  What does James mean?  He is 

simply affirming that even the devils have an accurate understanding of and agreement with 

the truth claims of Scripture concerning Jesus Christ.  Of course, the demons are not saved 

by such knowledge.  They tremble when they hear the proclamation of the gospel of Christ 

but such revelation has no deep, life-changing impact upon them.  Such a mere affirmation 

of the truth of the gospel does not and cannot provide salvation; something else is needed.  

This leads us to the third and climactic component of saving faith and that is, trust.   

Trust (fiducia) denotes placing our entire confidence and hope in Jesus Christ alone for our 

salvation.  It is the climax of knowledge and agreement.  It involves the movement of the 

whole person, not simply an act of will, but the totality of mind, intellect, emotions and will, 

being placed on the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  Thus, when one trusts in Christ 

alone, one places all of one’s soteriological eggs in the basket of Jesus alone.  Clearly this 

is a matter of a total surrender to Christ.  In this way, Christ along with all the promises of 

salvation that inhere in him, is appropriated as Lord and Savior and as our Source of pardon 

for sins and of life, spiritual life or eternal life.   

The question that now confronts us is how does a sinner progress from mere knowledge of 

Christ to agreement with what the Scripture says of him to a saving faith in him?  This can 

only be accomplished by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit who changes the sinner’s 

heart from one of stone to one of flesh and enables him to embrace Christ as he is offered 

in the gospel.  This truth is simply but strongly stated in section 1, Chapter 14 of the 

Westminster Confession of Faith: 

“The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is 

the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the 

Word: by which also, and by the administration of the sacraments, and prayer, it is 

increased and strengthened.”   


